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30 April 2024

Kia ora, Talofa Lava, Mālō e lelei, Kia orana, Namaste, Kumusta,

Welcome back to school everyone. We have missed you. I know that the teachers are so excited to have you back that they’ve been in for an entire week getting your classrooms ready to go.

[image: ]We have had some exciting property developments happen over the school break:
· New roof and spouting on Te Waipuna
· New roof on Te Hikuwai and Te Mātāhae
· New Fire Alarms installed
· Additional new fencing installed in the front of the school.

We still have the pool roof and admin block roof and spouting to go, plus the Fire Alarm installation is also ongoing. Te Waipuna building will be painted by the end of the year, but if the painters get some good weather, they assure me it will be sooner than that!

Nau mai, Haere mai: We welcome to Violet and Niverah, who both started in Te Whanganui this week, and to Adrienne and Inangaro who started with us at the end of last term in Te Waipuna. Nau mai, haere mai ki te Kura o Hau Karetu.

We held our Pōwhiri yesterday and welcomed Inangaro, Brycen, Zairus, Xeamerrah, Jayansh and Poorvi. It was awesome to see some others of our students stepping up into leadership roles of leading waiata, and speaking in front of the audience. We are so proud of you!

[image: A child smiling at the camera

Description automatically generated]I Have a Dream updates: Thank you to Whaea Lily, Frankie and Ron who gave free haircuts for the Dreamers over the school holidays. Thank you also to Whaea Maima for organising this event. There were some happy looking kids coming away from their new hairdo. Check them out! 
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[image: ]Easter Raffle:
Congratulations to Maggie who won the Easter Raffle. Cousin Abby collected the prize for her. We raised $600 to go towards the pool roof replacement. Mīharo/awesome!
Thank you so much to those of you who purchased tickets and for those who donated items.

Breakfast Club Volunteers:
We offer breakfast to our Tamariki 5 days of the week from 8-9am. We are looking for volunteers to help out with serving and cleaning up afterwards. Please let Roseanne or Rachel at the office know if you’re able to help out on a regular basis. Thank you so much.

Kaupapa mō te wiki/Value for the week:
[image: ]All our values are being discussed with our Tamariki this week. Our values are:
· Whakaute/Respect
· Akohia/Learning
· Kotahitanga/Togetherness
· Atawhai/Kindess
For each of the values, we choose a context for students to learn in e.g. we show whakaute/respect when we walk quietly into the office and wait until Whaea Roseanne asks us “how can I help?”. At the end of each day, a “Golden Child” will be chosen – someone who has displayed the values really well. They receive a golden waka card where the children can put the card in a box to go into the draw to win a prize at assembly at the end of the week. They also receive a golden coin that is placed into their house box. Once the house boxes are filled up, the winning house will win a fun activity to do together.

New Details: 
If you have a new address or phone number, please let Roseanne or Rachel at the office know. It’s important that we have your latest contact details in the event of an emergency. We will be doing a test run in the coming weeks to see whether you receive our messages in the event of an emergency.
[image: Princes Risborough Netball Club]
Netball: We have 4 teams who have signed up for netball – an amazing number of students considering we have a small school. We love that you are all so interested in competing in sport. Sport is a lifelong skill that carries you through your entire life, whether it be your career or as a hobby. It is fantastic for your physical skills and you make friends for life.
All the best to the netball, football, rugby and touch teams who are playing this season. Let us know who is player of the day and how you got on in your games and we’ll pop this great news into the pānui/newsletter each week.

Cross Country:
Our School Cross Country Day is Monday 13th May where the whole school will be participating in running around the block (juniors 1x middles 2x, and we’ll see if we can get the seniors to do the course 3x).  We would love it if you would dress up in your house colours on this day:
· Kereru - red
· Tui - green
· Kokako - blue
· Weka - yellow
The Interschool Cross Country is on Sunday 19th May at 1pm at Harcourt Park. Anyone is welcome to participate, but you will need to confirm with Matua Shea please to get you registered for the race. Thank you.

Passions Clubs:
Each Friday from 9.30-10.30am we hold Passions Clubs where children get to choose a club of their choice. This term, the children get to choose from: Garden to Table, Origami, Board Game making, Scrapbooking, Running, Art, or French. We are so lucky that we have such talented teachers who can offer their own passions to our children.
We would really appreciate it if you have any cardboard boxes at home, including cereal boxes or anything bigger, please bring them to school for the Board Game Making Group.
Tauira/students will find out which group they are in on Thursday.
Anyone who is in the Garden to Table group will need to bring gumboots and a raincoat each Friday.
Heads up:
· Please remember to sign the “Low Risk Trips” form which gives us permission to take your child on school trips.  See form below. Thank you.
· Cross Country – Matua will be sending out a notice soon with details of the Cross Country run coming up on Sunday 19th May.
· Tough Girl/Guy Challenge Thursday 23rd May – please see below for registration links and for further details.
· School Start and Finish & Attendance: Please remember that school begins at 9am and finishes at 3pm. It’s important children are at school every day and on time. However, we would rather children were at school late than not at all. Getting to school by 9am is important for children’s routines. Thank you.
· Absences: If your child is not going to be at school, please advise the office via text on 0275269552, or via the Skool Loop app. Make sure you tell us the reason they are absent.
· Entry in to and from School: Mornings - drop your child off at the front gate or the back. Our carpark can be quite full and it’s safer to drop your child off at the gate and have them walk in. You do not need to drop them to the office unless they are running late – thank you.
End of the day – 
· Front gates are closed all day from 9am-3.10pm. We will cross children over at the end of the day. Please use the “crossing”. 
· Back gates: There will be two walking bus teachers to walk your children to the intersection of Hillside Drive, Moeraki, and Norana Roads and will be crossed over by the road patrollers. 
· Breakfast Club: Runs 5 days per week from 8 – 9.30am. We require help on a Thursday & Friday. If you would like to volunteer for this job, please advise Roseanne or Rachel at the office. Thank you. [image: Logo
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· Lunches in Schools: We provide lunches each day. The kai will be offered to every child. All children are expected to at least try the kai. 
· Water only: We are a water only school which means children can only drink water while they are at school. We would encourage your child to bring a drink bottle of water each day.
· Assemblies: We hold our weekly celebration Assembly on Fridays at 9am. All whanau are welcome to attend.
· School Policies: Our school policies and procedures can be found at schooldocs.co.nz, username: maoribank and password waka. We would encourage you to check these out as we will ask you to have your say on their review every three years. Our current policies for review are:
· Employer responsibility
· Appointment procedures
· Equal Employment Opportunities
· Teacher Relief Cover
· Safety Checking
· Police Vetting for Non-teachers
· Classroom Release

· Covid protocols:
Advice from Ministry of Health to keep safe from Covid:
· If your child feels unwell, test for covid. 
· If they test positive, they should stay at home and rest for 5 days from the first day they felt unwell. 
· They are likely to continue to test positive for a while after that, but they can still return to school as long as they are feeling well.
· As the government are now not giving covid test kits away, we don’t have any Covid tests left to give you, sorry.
If your child is unwell at all, we will send them home.

Ngā mihi nui
Karen Wellington, 
Kaihautu/Timekeeper on the Waka

Schedule of Events Term 2, 2024 – a busy term!
	Week 1
29 Apr-3 May
	First day back for term 2 is Monday 29th April at 9am

	Week 2
6-10 May
	Football at TMP – Tuesday 7th May

	Week 3
13-17 May
	School Cross Country Monday 13th May
Pink Shirt Day – Anti-bullying Awareness Friday 17th May – please wear something pink on this day to raise awareness for bullying.
Cross Country Sunday 19th May at Harcourt Park.

	Week 4
20-24 May
	Road Safety Awareness Week – Super Hero Dress up day and Trip to Harcourt Park Wednesday 22nd May (or best weather day)
Tough Girl/Guy Challenge Thursday 23rd May

	Week 5
27 May-1 June
	Samoan Language Week
Thursday 30th May – Rippa Rugby at MIS for year 6 students

	Week 6
5-7 June
	Monday 3rd – King’s Birthday
Tuesday 4th – Teacher Only Day – do not come to school on this day

	Week 7
10-14 June
	Book Week - Book Character Dress up Day Friday 14th June
Whanau Māori Hui Wednesday 12th June
Thursday 10th June – Year 6 Sports Day at MIS

	Week 8
17-21 June
	Working hard!

	Week 9
24-28 June
	Matariki Holiday Friday 28th June

	Week 10
1-5 July
	Matariki week – Showcase for Parents TBA
Last day of School for term 2 is Friday 7th July at 3pm.


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Permission Slip – Low Risk Trips
For low risk school trips, we have a blanket permission slip that we ask you to sign at the beginning of each year please. Low risk trips may include travelling on bus or in a vehicle to a local destination, a local walk, sports trips etc. Any trip that is of a higher risk – we will advise you and forward you a separate permission slip to sign e.g. camp. 
I give permission for my child/ren (name)_____________________________________________________
to attend low risk trips throughout 2024. I understand the school will advise us of the trip beforehand, and that all their safety protocols will be followed.
Name of Parent/Caregiver______________________________________________________
Signature of Parent/Caregiver___________________________________________________
Date __________________________


[image: Tough Guy and Gal Challenge in New Zealand]
Junior Tough Guy and Gal Hype Video:
https://youtu.be/x8oexUGr8R4?si=8x00a4RmAuTdHIlp 

Junior Tough Guy and Gal Challenge registration link:
https://forms.gle/VjAPu77berEXfxxe7

Rangikura School Music promo video: 
https://youtu.be/h3FH_Gze7RY?si=pJzL1WosG7kqP2mt

Rangikura Showquest 2023:
https://youtu.be/oK6nA71iHjg?si=Pv_ABZjglKLeGMDF

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Message for Hutt Science member school newsletters: 
Curiosity is sparked all over the Hutt Valley when a blue science kit arrives and the experiments begin. Hutt Science has delivered the House of Science resources to local schools for the last nine years, enabling primary and intermediate children to learn, discover, experiment and delight when rockets go off, when butterflies climb up walls and when crystals grow. 
A huge thank you to Hutt City Council and Upper Hutt Council for supporting this amazing initiative, better empowering local kids to learn, preparing their minds to think outside the box, to be curious and to understand basic physics, chemistry, biology and planet earth science. 
A recent study from ImpactLab shows that for every dollar invested in House of Science, there is a $10.20 social impact through improved mental health and better academic outcomes. 
House of Science wishes to continue bringing these science kits into schools across the Hutt Valley but with funding from the councils finishing soon, we need your help to allow this to happen. 
Any amount helps, from donating on the give-a-little page, sponsoring a science kit or partnering at a region-wide level. 
If you, or someone you know, can help financially then please get in touch by emailing info@houseofscience.nz or check out the supporters page on the website: https://houseofscience.nz/supporters/ . And here is our give-a-little page: https://givealittle.co.nz/org/house-of-science-nz
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