
15 October 2024

Kia ora, Talofa Lava, Mālō e lelei, Kia orana, Namaste, Kumusta,

Welcome back everyone to our most exciting term of the year – term 4. It is the term where we celebrate, 
swim, play, have fun and yet somehow continue to achieve. Teachers are busy preparing for school camps 
and trips, while thinking about assessments and school reports. The leadership team are preparing for 
2025 including budgeting, classes, teaching staff, and ERO in term 1. It’s the busiest, yet most exciting 
time. Please see schedule below for all the exciting things that will be happening over the term.

Nau mai, haere mai ki te Kura o Hau Karetu to Aron who has started in Te Waipuna today. We know you’re
going to love it here at our kura and we are happy to have you here.

Kaupapa mō te wiki/Value for the week:
Our values for this week are all of them – Whakaute/Respect, Akohia/Learning, Kotahitanga/ 
Togetherness, Atawhai/Kindness.  Teachers are looking out for students who are showing all of 
these values this week.

Potae/Sunhats:
Sunhats are compulsory in terms 1 and 4 at our kura (as in any other school in Aotearoa/New Zealand and 
Australia). We ask that your child brings a bucket hat to school to wear at playtimes. Any child who does not
have a sunhat will be asked to sit on the porch by Te Waipuna. 
We also have sunblock available to any child who requires it.
Did you know that skin cancers are the most commonly diagnosed cancers in NZ? Now is a good time for 
us all to check our skin to make sure nothing has changed…

Property news: - Thank you to Ross Lumby who cares for the lawns, to Nicola Armstrong who cares for 
the gardens, and to Dayna Stuart who takes care of tidying and fixing up bits and pieces around the school.
We also had the buildings washed over the holidays. The school is looking lovely thanks to all these 
people.

Te Kura o Hau Karetu
He waka eke noa: We’re all in this waka together
32 Hillside Drive, Māoribank, UPPER HUTT 5018

Phone (04) 5269-552, 027-5269-552
Email: office@tehaukaretu.school.nz



Kid of the week: Sammy came to show me her story – it was all about the school
holidays. She wrote, “My holidays were sweet because I went to the 
beach to have dinner with Jane and Sandra. We got candy.” Tino pai, 
Sammy. Your writing is amazing.

Heads up:
 Kutu/Nits – please check your child’s head on a daily basis for nits. We 

have children from multiple classes who are itching. We have treatments 
at school – please see Rachel or Roseanne for treatments. Please tie your
child’s hair up if it is long. Thank you.

 Measles – please see information below. Measles are making a comeback
throughout the motu/ country. Please make sure you immunise your child 

against measles if they haven’t been already.
 School Start and Finish & Attendance: Please remember that school begins at 9am and finishes 

at 3pm. It’s important children are at school every day and on time. However, we would rather 
children were at school late than not at all. Getting to school by 9am is important for children’s 
routines. Thank you.

 Absences: If your child is not going to be at school, please advise the office via text on 
0275269552, or via the Skool Loop app. Make sure you tell us the reason they are absent.

 Entry in to and from School: Mornings - drop your child off at the front gate or the back. Our 
carpark can be quite full and it’s safer to drop your child off at the gate and have them walk in. You 
do not need to drop them to the office unless they are running late – thank you.

 School Gates:   A reminder to everyone to please be respectful of our school gate closures. Front 
gates are closed from 9.30am until 2pm, then again from 2.50-3.10pm.  Back gates are closed from 
9am-2.55pm. Please do not ask our staff to open the gates for you during this time. The reason we 
are closing them is for student safety and it becomes chaotic and dangerous if cars are going in and
out of the driveway, and as well, we need to keep our vulnerable children safe inside the gates. 
Thank you.
End of the day – 

o Front gates are closed all day from 9.30am-3.10pm. We will cross children over at the end of
the day. Please use the “crossing”. 

o Back gates: These are locked during the day and will be opened again at 3pm. There will be 
two walking bus teachers to walk your children to the intersection of Hillside Drive, Moeraki, 
and Norana Roads and will be crossed over by the road patrollers. 

 Breakfast Club: Runs 5 days per week from 8 – 9.30am. We are always in need of
volunteers for Breakfast Club please. If you would like to volunteer for this job,
please advise Roseanne or Rachel at the office. Thank you. 

 Lunches in Schools: We provide lunches each day. The kai will be offered to every
child. All children are expected to at least try the kai. 

 Water only: We are a water only school which means children can only drink water
while they are at school. We would encourage your child to bring a drink bottle of water each day.

 Assemblies: We hold our weekly celebration Assembly on Fridays at 9am. All whanau are welcome
to attend.

 School Policies: Our school policies and procedures can be found at schooldocs.co.nz, username:
maoribank and password waka. We would encourage you to check these out as we will ask you to 
have your say on their review every three years. Our current policies for review are:



Ngā mihi nui
Karen Wellington, 
Kaihautu/Timekeeper on the Waka
Schedule of Events Term 3, 2024
Week 1
14-18 Oct

School begins Monday 14th October.

Week 2
21-25 Oct

Teacher only day Friday 25th October – please do not come to school on this day.

Week 3
29 Oct – 1 Nov

Monday – Labour Day
Formal assessments start.
Disco and Colour run Friday 1st November

Week 4
4-8 Nov

Assessment week
Interschool athletics – TBA
Cultural Festival Thursday 7th Nov, Harcourt Park, 8.45am.

Week 5
11-15 Nov

School Photos – Wednesday 13th November

Week 6
18-22 Nov

Swimming starts – please have your togs and a towel ready each day. 
Community Emergency Response Practice – Thursday 21st November, 5.30-7pm.
Kai provided – all welcome. See flyer below.

Week 7
25-29 Nov
Week 8
2-6 Dec

EOTC week (Education Outside the Classroom)
Senior camp Wed-Fri (years 5-8)
Junior trips Mon & Wed TBA

Week 9
9-13 Dec

Thursday 12th Dec– Year 6,7,8 Leaver’s Celebrations and Prizegiving Ceremony

Week 10
16&17 Dec

Monday 16th December – Reports go out today
Last day Tuesday 17th December at 12pm



For further information on measles go to:
https://info.health.nz/conditions-treatments/infectious-diseases/about-measles/measles-
immunity

https://info.health.nz/conditions-treatments/infectious-diseases/about-measles/measles-immunity
https://info.health.nz/conditions-treatments/infectious-diseases/about-measles/measles-immunity



